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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . D This communication is responsive to . 



2. IEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1^20. 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with therequirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Wilkinson 
discloses processing encoded signals. The prior art does not specifically disclose: a 
video encoding method of encoding an input video signal by a motion compensation 

\ 

predictive interframe encoding, comprising: selecting, from a plurality of predictive 
modes, a predictive mode including determining a motion vector of a to-be-encoded 
pixel block by using a motion vector of an encoded pixel block of a reference frame 
adjacent to the to-be-encoded frame; computing a first cost of encoding based on the 
selected predictive mode; computing a second cost of encoding based on a direct 
mode including determining a motion vector of the to-be-encoded pixel block from a 
motion vector of an encoded block around the to-be-encoded pixel block; comparing 
the second cost with the first cost to determine one of the selected predictive mode and 
the direct mode as a determined predictive mode; and encoding the pixel block by the 
motion compensation predictive encoding according to the determined predictive 
mode, as disclosed in claim 1. Independent claims 2, 16, 17 and 19 are patentable for 
similar reasons as claim 1 . 

\ 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

\ 
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Contact Information ■> 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen Wong whose telephone number is (571) 272-7341. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Thursdays from 8am-6pm 
Flextime. v 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James J. Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. x 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIRsOnly. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free): If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information^ 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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